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Course Outline/Course Description

Throughout the modern era, relations between Briteid the United States have been largely close
and supportive. However, this has not always beencaise. This course seeks to address the many
issues that have both united and divided thesenations during the past 200-odd years, as wehas t
solutions found (or not) to resolve them.

The course examines important themes such as tpel\ashared literature, art and culture, ideas of
imperialism, legal systems, governance and reptases institutions. The course also highlights the
important role of Ireland, Irish America, and Iribistory in the story of Britain's relations withet
United States. Other themes are also examinedalirgethe wholly different national experiences of
the 20th century, specifically of the two world wathe Cold War and the "war on terror."

The course particularly highlights the changingunatof the Anglo-American relationship in the forty
years between 1775 and 1815, when Britain and thitetd States fought each other in two vicious
wars and came close to conflict on other occasidboday's ‘Special Relationship’, arguably forged in
North Africa and France in the early 1940s can theiseen as far more fragile a construct thanghmi
otherwise outwardly appear. Although this twelvetlee course examines the entire period, its main
focus is on the development of relations up to $eeond World War and the beginnings of the
‘Special Relationship’, the issue of Anglo-Americatations in the later twentieth century is codere
by the related course offered in Module 2 (Augu$tie Secret Intelligence World: 100 years of
Spooks and Spies’.

Teaching Methodology

Teaching is by means of lectures plus tutorial sgas(seminars) for the period of the course. The
lectures aim to present the material, while theisara aim to discuss the material presented in the
lectures, to solve problems and to explore widsueés raised by the lecture and by the participants.
Topics to be discussed in seminars will be distadithroughout the course. These do not form gdart o
the course assessment, but students are requirearkathrough these for their better understanaihg
the topics covered.

Performance Evaluation
1 X mid-term essay — 1,500 to 2,000 words
1 X Final essay — 1,500 to 2,000 words

+ Final Exam (2 hours, answer 2 questions)

Detailed Lecture List

Lecture 1: Relations upon American Independence

Lecture 2: The War of 1812, its origins, developtrerd implications




Lecture 3: Political and economic relations to 1880s

Lecture 4: Religion

Lecture 5: Population and Industrialization

Lecture 6: British and American Imperialism, ideasl practice.

Lecture 7: Literature, Art and Culture in the 1@éntury

Lecture 8: Ireland, and the Irish American roléimglo-American relations
Lecture 9: The First World War

Lecture 10: Britain and America in the Second WaHdr

Lecture 11: The Northern Ireland Troubles: Irelaamt Anglo American relations in the twentieth
century

Lecture 12: Anglo-American relations in the postrwerid
Detailed seminar List

Please note that the contents of the seminars rtfadiectures
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