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I was able to spend three weeks in St Petersburg this summer, alongside other Cambridge 
students, and I am amazed by how much I learnt about Russia and Russian people. Though I 
had been to Russia several times before, and even once to St Petersburg, on my own for the 
first time, and with the capacity to express my views in Russian after a year of studying it 
here, I discovered so much more about Russian culture, Russian politics and how Russian 
people speak to and communicate with each other. 

We had lessons Monday to Friday at the Benedict School which explored Russian grammar, 
uses of Russian, and Russian cinema. Conveniently for me, the school was located a 15 
minute walk away from the communal flat I was living in. We had fantastic teachers and 
whilst the classes were extremely valuable revision, they also explored contemporary 
Russian culture and society, as the teachers often made comparisons to modern day Russia.   

Part of my time outside of lessons was spent immersing myself in the Russian art available 
in St Petersburg. This included visiting the Hermitage, coming up close to the statue of the 
Bronze Horseman, and visiting several of the churches in the city. I also went to the cinema 
several times, and became very interested in watching cult Russian films (Ирония судьбы, 
или С легким паром; Брат). This led to my discovery of  Sergey Bodrov Junior, whose 
mural I visited whilst in Petersburg. 

St Petersburg is a fascinating city too though for its extremely rich, though relatively short, 
history. I visited the Kunstkamera (an institution renowned for its interesting collection of 
human foetuses with anatomical deficiencies), the Peter and Paul fortress, and the museum 
on the blockade of Leningrad. 

I also attended sporting fixtures in support of the city’s main teams. The ice hockey match 
was by far the most entertaining event as there was a constant barrage of entertainment in 
the venue i.e. if it wasn’t from the players, it came from the cheerleaders, the breakdancers, 
the lyrics on screen to chant to, the mascots, the music etc. The football match was 
interesting too though to see how the sport varies in different countries. On this occasion, 
there was quite a lot of aggression between the football players, as opposed to between the 
fans. I also went to the ATP World Tournament hosted in the city.

With my visa though, I was also able to travel to Moscow which was fantastic. The 
highlight though had to be the production of an exceptional performance of folk dancing 
from the region. It was the troop’s final date in Moscow and the standing ovation and many 
bouquets of flowers at the end of the show is only one indication of how mesmerising their 
performance was: the choreography was exceptional, especially the precision in the large 
chorus pieces; the costumes changed for every dance and were each extremely detailed too; 
the coordination of the live orchestra with the dancers made the entire piece effortless to 
watch and listen to. 


