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 This summer I spent 6 weeks in the beautiful town of Fiesole, just outside of Florence. I was 
working as an au pair with an Italian family in order to improve my Italian language, having taken a 
basic course in Italian at the Cambridge University Languages Centre in the last academic year. I 
spent three hours a day looking after a two-year-old boy, finding innovative an entertaining ways to 
teach him English; by the time I left, he was able to sing and understand ‘Mary, Mary Quite 
Contrary’! In addition to this I also taught English for two hours a day to a fifteen year old boy who 
was struggling with this subject at school. When I first arrived, I had just two weeks to help him to 
pass his English exam which would enable him to move from middle school to senior education. This 
was a great challenge since I had never had any experience tutoring English as a foreign language and 
Eduardo’s ability to understand my spoken English was minimal, meaning that I had to communicate 
in Italian. The topics we covered included: irregular past participles; personal pronouns; interrogatives 
and comparative and superlative adjectives. I divided the time for each lesson between written 
exercises, reading comprehension, listening comprehension and oral practice – all of which I devised 
myself. It was highly satisfying to see that by the time I left, both children’s English had come on 
leaps and bounds. 

 The family that I stayed with did not speak English which meant that I had to speak Italian all 
day, every day. I was able to quickly improve my listening skills in particular, since I often had to 
understand instructions that I was given for work. Mealtimes were an excellent opportunity to practice 
speaking Italian as I would tell the family about my life in England and in Cambridge; they hope to 
visit the city this Spring. While I was in Italy I also read Italian books and newspapers which was a 
good exercise in translation, made easier by the fact that I am a classicist with a good knowledge of 
Latin. I intend to enrol in the Intermediate course at the languages centre for the coming year. In my 
spare time, I was lucky enough to visit the cities of Pisa, Bologna and Venice. I have kept in touch 
with the family and intend to work with them again at some point. 


