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In the month of August 2012, I and four other members of Pembroke College went to 

Gondar, Ethiopia, to work with a charity called Link Ethiopia. We were teaching in a school 

in the small city of Gondar for two and a half weeks, and for the rest of the time took the 

opportunity to visit some of the splendid sites that Ethiopia has to offer. 

Our first few days were spent observing the teaching at a summer school programme being 

run in the local high school. It was a rather shocking experience to see teachers hitting their 

pupils, clearly a rather outdated attitude in the UK, and a real shame to see the conditions 

of the school’s sanitation facilities. 

We then started teaching ourselves – splitting into two groups of two and one individual. 

We taught Biology, Mathematics and English, and my particular class group were aged 

between 12 and 15, though there were also some students who were much older, having 

returned to school to gain more qualifications. The children were very receptive to our more 

involved teaching style – where we would ask questions and try to engage, the Ethiopian 

teachers’ style was more to just dictate facts with little room for true understanding. 

During our trip we also managed to visit the nearby Simian Mountains and the town of 

Lalibela, home of 11 churches hewn out of the rocky landscape – supposedly by angels! It 

was a pleasure to be able to see these incredible features, and a welcome break to the 

teaching, which while fun, was very tiring! 

I also, as a student of Arabic, relished the opportunity to learn even a little Amharic – 

another Semitic language. It was really interesting to see the similarities and differences 

between the two languages, though I still struggled to decipher any of the script after the 

three weeks were over! 

In all the trip was a real success, and I think that we as a group had great success in making 

an impact on the children’s education – or as much of an impact as one might hope to make 

in a three week period. We hope to maintain the link with Link Ethiopia, and I shall be 

encouraging my fellow students to travel to Ethiopia as well in the future! 

 

I would also like to thank the college for awarding this travel grant to me. 

 


