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From the 13
th

 to the 27
th

 of September 2012, I along with two other Valencians and a fellow 

Arabist, travelled to Jordan and Israel. The primary aims of the trip were to spend as much 

time speaking Arabic as possible, and to experience Jordanian / Israeli culture so as to 

further our understanding before beginning our second year of study. 

We started in the capital, Amman, just for one night, and then travelled to Jerusalem. We 

took the opportunity while there to visit several sites of cultural and religious importance, 

such as the Western Wall, the Dome of the Rock mosque, and the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre. I was particularly interested in the interaction and integration of the sites, homes 

and people of the three religions with such a big presence in Jerusalem. It was fascinating to 

see a place that is at the centre of such conflict, but which is at the same time a highly 

spiritual and peaceful place. 

On our return from Jerusalem we travelled back to Amman, spending time in the capital’s 

Citadel, where there are lots of Roman remains and early Islamic architecture. We took a 

trip to the Dead Sea, and also went to a nature reserve situated about 30km from the Sea, 

so as to see some of the impressive geographical landscape of the country, which had been 

recommended to me as a particularly interesting aspect of Jordan. 

We then travelled by a rather packed, hot bus to the southern town of Wadi Musa, which is 

right next to the ancient Nabataean city of Petra. We spent two days hiking around the 

Petra Archaeological Park, seeing the famous sites such as the Treasury featured in Indiana 

Jones, but also managed to explore less known sites and buildings. Here in particular we 

benefited from the famous Middle Eastern hospitality – drinking several cups of sweet mint 

tea while talking to the Bedouins who live in the area. 

Our next stop was Wadi Rum – the vast desert park in the far south of Jordan. Here we 

spent a day visiting a spring established by the famous T.E. Lawrence; some immense sand 

dunes; a natural bridge carved through a mountainside by the wind; and spent the night in a 

Bedouin camp. 

We finished our trip in the coastal port city of Aqaba, spending some time in the Red Sea 

while relaxing and finishing our Arabic holiday work! We also visited the ancient remains of 

the early Islamic period town of Ayla in the centre of Aqaba, and the remains of the city’s 

fort, before returning to Amman for our flight home. 

I would like to thank the college for its generous donation to our travel expenses, without 

which this fantastic and hugely beneficial trip would not have been possible. 


