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Last summer I was lucky enough to travel to India for 4 weeks and to visit some of their 
most impressive cultural, historic and scientific landmarks. India, I found, has a rich tradition 
of supporting scientific research hand in hand religion and is now the location for many 
scientific industries.  

My first stop was Delhi, where we took a city tour including visits to the Red Fort, the 
Ghandi Memorial, India's largest Mosque and the Qutb complex. In addition to the historic 
mosque, the complex contains a plundered 7m tall iron pillar which was constructed to 
honour Vishnu. Nowadays the pillar is of interest for its material properties, with the surface 
being surprisingly resistant to corrosion, leaving the pillar almost as smooth as when it was 
smelted over 1600 years ago.  
 
Next, we toured around Rajasthan, the Land of Kings, which is home to some of the best 
preserved forts and many of the few surviving Maharajas, who now have only ceremonial 
purpose. The 18th century king of Jaipur, Jai Singh II, constructed five early observatories to 
aid him in astronomical research. The best preserved of these remains in Jaipur, the Jantar 
Mantar. The instruments can track the positions of the sun, moon, planets and other 
celestial bodies, predict eclipses and tell the time to a precision of under a minute! The 
largest of these, a 27m tall sundial, casts a shadow which moves fast enough to be observed 
with the naked eye.  
 
From Rajasthan we travelled to Agra, the site of the magnificent Taj Mahal, before 
continuing on to Varanasi and Amritsar. Each of these cities had a wealth of sites to visit, 
with particular highlights being The Golden Temple and the border closing ceremony at the 
Pakistan-India border. This was to be our last stop in "cultural India" before we moved on to 
the more metropolitan and tourist-heavy south west coast.  
 
Mumbai, we found, was much more like a European city than anything else we had seen in 
India, complete with high rise buildings, rush hour traffic jams and a huge variety of 
attractions and restaurants. It is no surprise that many western companies use Mumbai as 
their Indian base, including family friends who we met up with who run a pharmaceuticals 
business split between Mumbai and London. I also met their Head of Indian operations, who 
told me just how big biotech and chemical companies are becoming in India, with good 
supply routes, favourable tax environments and a wealth of science graduates to offer. As a 
3rd year Chemist it was definitely interesting to learn how and where the modern chemical 
industry is moving and where I might have to go to get a job in a few years time!  
 
Our trip concluded with a relaxing few days on the beaches of Goa and a day canoeing the 
backwaters of Kerala - a far cry again from the bustle of Mumbai. Yet it was out here, a 3 
hour drive from the nearest city, that I bumped into three school friends, also canoeing 
along the same stretch of rural river. This was typical of the India I saw during my 4 weeks 
there: varied, welcoming and always surprising. Despite the rapid changes occurring in India 
as western culture and industry are imported at an ever increasing rate, the vastness of 
India's geography, population and history mean that the old way of doing things, India's 
religion and culture will be integrated, not lost, for the foreseeable future.  


