
Kathy Darragh - Juniper Hall Field Centre, Summer 2013 

In July 2013 I stayed at Juniper Hall Field Centre near Dorking, Surrey. It was a field course 
for Part IB Ecology and the purpose was as an introduction to the subject and to allow us to 
carry out field work which could be the basis of a project.  

The first few days were spent exploring the area surrounding the field centre whilst being 
introduced to some organisms such as trees and insects, and learning about common 
practical techniques used in ecology. We were lucky in that there are areas of the rare, 
species rich habitat chalk grassland, near Juniper Hall and so we had the opportunity to 
learn more about this system. The course was aimed so that you could learn something new 
if you were a novice or already knew most of the native species, allowing everyone to 
participate and learn. It was extremely useful as identification is a key skill for many 
ecologists. 

We spent a day on ‘Mini Projects’ which allowed us to practice the process of planning and 
presenting a project, whilst exposing us to different practical equipment. We then began to 
plan our own projects in pairs. Once written up this field work is worth 30% of Part IB 
Ecology, and so careful thought and planning was vital. We then spent a few days carrying 
out the experiments, or in some cases observations, and then analysed our data before 
presenting it.  

This practical aspect was supplemented with evening lectures about many different topics, 
from statistics to conservation to biomechanics. A personal highlight was the visit of 
Professor Kate Jones to give a talk on bats followed by a walk along the river to detect bats.  

It was a great experience which I would recommend to anyone considering Ecology next 
year. It definitely confirmed to me that it was the right course choice for me. Thanks to the 
college for awarding me to travel grant which enabled me to attend this field course. 

 

 


