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In March 2013 I went to Slapton Ley Field Centre for a week as part of my Evolution and 

Behaviour course. We stayed at the field centre which was on the edge of a small village, 

Slapton. Throughout the stay we were looking at the adaptations of different organisms to 

their habitats, evolutionary trends, and their implications.  

The first day we visited to Eden Project in Cornwall which allowed us to look at plants and 

ecosystems that we could never observe in our own countryside. We could look at different 

climates right beside each other and compare the adaptations of the plants that lived within 

them. We then visited the local ancient woodland, allowing us to compare the habitat to 

those seen previously at the Eden project. The abundance of ferns, mosses and liverworts 

was particularly useful as it allowed us to explore more about the plants introduced to us in 

the previous term.  

We then turned our focus to animals when we reached the Ley, however due to the bad 

weather conditions the Ley was particularly flooded and our finds were not as fruitful as was 

expected. Over the next three days we visited three different coastal sites to observe and 

collect specimens, which would later be used in our projects. This was my first chance to 

design and carry out my own experiment on a live animal, we chose brittle stars, and so it 

was definitely a great experience. We had to then present our projects to the group using a 

powerpoint presentation, which was very useful in refreshing presentation skills.  

As well as getting to see the plants and animals that we had heard about in our lectures in 

their natural habitat, we also had talks in the evening which supplemented many of the 

lectures from both Michaelmas and Lent term. I found this very helpful and think that it has 

improved my ability to draw together information from different lecturers to see the overall 

picture. 

It was a brilliant experience and I would definitely recommend it to anyone doing Evolution 

and Behaviour next year. Thanks to the college for awarding me to travel grant which 

enabled me to attend this field course.  


