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The 2017 Israel Trek, organized by MBA students at Judge Business School, took place from 2 
January - 8 January, and included visits to Jerusalem political offices, startup spaces, and cultural 
sites, a Bedouin hospitality experience in the desert, a hike up to the ancient fortress of Masada, and 
time with Tel Aviv startups and venture capital firms. Along the way, the Cambridge group had the 
opportunity to meet Israelis and Palestinians who shared their own life stories and views on the 
controversial political climate in Israel. The blend of political, business, and cultural exposure with 
these more intimate perspectives provided a unique outlook on life and business in the Middle East. 
 
In Jerusalem, our first order of business was visiting Siftech, a startup accelerator where we got a 
sense of the kinds of projects and companies growing out of Jerusalem; one example was an 
innovative, interactive online learning platform for universities. We then met with the mayor of 
Jerusalem, Nir Barkat, along with MBA students from Wharton and Georgetown. Barkat shared his 
goals for Jerusalem, namely growing business and increasing tourism in the city from around 4 
million annual visitors today up to 10 million annual visitors. The group had the opportunity to ask 
questions to the mayor around this goal and other issues faced in Jerusalem. Afterward, we walked 
through the Old City, stopping at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Western Wall, two 
impressive and immensely important religious sites in the divided heart of Jerusalem. We also visited 
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial Museum in Jerusalem, where our guide took us on an intimate 
walk through the very personal stories of the Holocaust, which was followed by a debrief with the 
group where we had the opportunity to share the feelings, memories, and  family histories brought up 
by the museum. 
 
The mood in Tel Aviv, a lively seaside city, was a bit lighter, and we spent several hours at a startup 
space called Rise Tel Aviv, where four Israeli business leaders of multinational companies shared 
their views on Israel as the “startup nation;” Israel, despite its tiny size (approximately the same as 
my home state in the US, New Jersey), generates a very high proportion of IPOs. I was able to get a 
real sense of the opportunity available in Israel and of the large amount of innovative work being 
done in spaces like finance, ad technology, and DIY web design. I also saw how Israeli business 
leaders are attempting to work with the government to open up working visas to bring in more 
international talent, but right now it is still quite difficult. Apart from meeting with business leaders 
in Tel Aviv, we explored the ancient port of Jaffa, with its hilltop views down to Tel Aviv’s beaches 
and lively flea markets. 
 
The trek was an often surprising and definitely eye-opening experience, one that shed multiple layers 
of light on the personal side of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and which opened my eyes to the 
thriving business communities in Israel, which are attempting to be more diverse and inclusive. I 
returned from the trek with a renewed appreciation for and interest in emerging markets around the 
world, places potentially torn by conflict but which have such a vibrant energy and sense of 
possibility.  


