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With the help of a Pembroke travel grant I was fortunate enough to spend three and a half 
weeks of my summer vacation with an Italian family, based in the beautiful Tuscan hill 
town of Montalcino. The main aim of the trip was to consolidate everything that I had learnt 
in my first year of learning ab-initio Italian as part of the MML tripos.  
 
In return for welcoming me into their home, on week days I taught English to the two 
children of the family. The parents only spoke Italian though, so in the evenings and at 
weekends we would all speak together in Italian; it worked out to be a really mutually 
beneficial set-up. I found living with an Italian family a brilliant experience. They were so 
lovely and welcoming and the trip also proved to be invaluable for my spoken Italian. 
Living in the family home allowed me to both build up my confidence in speaking Italian 
and also to pick up idiomatic phrases which I would be unlikely to encounter in class. 
 
Whilst mainly based in Montalcino during the week, at weekends there was a lot more 
opportunity to explore further afield. My host family showed me around lots of places in 
Tuscany. I particularly enjoyed going to Siena, with all of its stunning architecture and art. I 
also went on a couple of trips to university cities outside of Tuscany, namely Bologna and 
Rome. This was an especially useful opportunity. I’m currently in the process of organising 
my year abroad in Italy, so having already seen these cities first-hand has really helped 
me to decide on where I would like to spend this year.  
 
Overall, my stay in Montalcino proved to be a fantastic experience, on both an academic 
and personal level. My spoken Italian has improved, my love for Italian art and culture has 
increased and I have now established a lovely lasting friendship with my host family.  
 
 


