
Patrick Clibbens (History PhD) – New Delhi, India, Lent Term 2013 
 
 With the travel grant kindly made to me by Pembroke College, I was able to afford a 
second research trip to Delhi to pursue my doctoral research on the Indian Emergency, 1975-
77. The chief object of my research trip was to study the personal papers of a number of 
individuals who played an important role in the politics of India during this period, such as 
Jayaprakash Narayan, D.K. Barooah, P.N. Haksar, Renuka Ray, Baleshwar Prasad and G.L. 
Mehta. These papers are held in the Manuscripts Section of the Nehru Memorial Museum 
and Library, New Delhi. The most extensive and historically important set of papers – those 
of Jayaprakash Narayan – were not available to me during my previous research trip, and I 
am grateful to the College for enabling me to undertake a second trip in order to study this 
material.  

Jayaprakash Narayan – known as J.P. – led a protest movement, based in Gujarat and 
Bihar in the early 1970s which challenged the authority and legitimacy of Indira Gandhi and 
her Congress government. Indira Gandhi declared a State of Internal Emergency in June 1975 
partly in reaction to this political threat, and J.P. was detained without charge or trial. J.P. was 
also a crucial figure in bringing together the coalition of parties which took power in India 
after the Emergency in 1977. Studying his letters, speeches and other personal papers can 
transform our understanding of the J.P. Movement, the politics of opposition during the 
Emergency and the short-lived Janata government. Material that I have garnered on this 
research trip will form an important part of my thesis chapters on the intellectual history of 
youth and democracy; prices, consumerism and public opinion; the politics of labour; and the 
intellectual history of family planning. 

During this trip I also worked in the Delhi State Archives and the National Archives 
of India. In the Delhi State Archives I worked with the Local Self Government department 
papers to study the longer history of programmes of slum clearance and ideas about the city 
in post-Independence Delhi, as part of my thesis chapter on the intellectual history of urban 
planning. In the National Archives of India, I worked with the Prime Minister’s Office 
papers, the Home Ministry papers, and the papers of the Shah Commission of Inquiry into the 
Emergency. I am one of the first scholars to work with these recently released files. During 
this trip, I was able to further my research on the government’s economic policies and their 
relation to conceptions of public opinion and the government’s labour policies during the 
Emergency.  

In particular, I used the Prime Minister’s Office and Shah Commission files to study 
programmes of slum clearance and ‘urban cleansing’ carried out in India during this period, 
when hundreds of thousands of Indians had their homes summarily demolished. Previous 
accounts of the Emergency have claimed that the slum clearance programmes took place 
primarily during the Emergency and mostly in northern India. The research I have undertaken 
reveals that there were large programmes already in place before the Emergency and these 
policies were pursued under the Janata government after the Emergency. They did not take 
place only in north India but across India, for instance, when 70,000 people were forced out 
of the Janata Colony in Bombay. Moreover, I have been able to show that a narrow focus on 
the demolition of ‘slum’ housing has obscured the experiences of many of those who suffered 
most under these urban cleansing programmes, whose history has been entirely forgotten. In 
Bombay, for example, thousands of beggars were rounded up by the police, forcibly sterilised 
and taken hundreds of miles from the city to carry out hard labour on dams and other ‘nation-
building’ projects. This research was very well received when I presented it at the British 
Association of South Asian Studies Conference in Leeds in April and will form a vital part of 
the urban planning chapter of my thesis, which I intend to submit later in 2013. I am very 
grateful to the college for providing the funds which made this research possible. 


