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My field research in Iran during March 2012, supported by a generous travel grant from Pembroke 

College, was undertaken to visit the shrine complex of Shāh Ni’matullāh Valī – the founder of 

Ni’matullāhī Sufi order – at Mahan, Central Iran.  

The aim of my PhD dissertation, supervised by Professor Melville at the Department of Middle 

Eastern Studies, is to study the patronage of Sufi architecture at the time of the Timurids in Iran (14th-

16th centuries). The research is conducted by a close study of the narratives of architecture in the 

primary sources of the time from one hand, and contextualizing such narratives by studying a network 

of buildings linked to each other via their patronage on the other. The group of buildings chosen as the 

case study of this research includes those that were done by, or for the Ni’matullāhī Sufi order during 

the Timurid period; the pinnacle of these buildings can be seen in the shrine of Shāh Ni’matullāh Valī 

at Mahan today.  

The field research was conducted in Mahan and Kerman in order to visit the site of the shrine and to 

collect the available documents. In Mahan, the two western courtyards of the complex were closed 

due to the large number of visitors and the on-going restoration project. But the rest of the complex 

was carefully documented by photos, especially the important inscriptions of the complex that show 

the different stages of its development. In Kerman, I visited the local office of the Cultural Heritage, 

Handicrafts and Tourism Organization, as well as the local branch of the National Library and 

Archives of Iran, and was kindly granted permission to have a copy of the plans of the shrine at 

Mahan. I used all these documents to enhance my PhD first year report.  

 

Sultan of Oman Fund Report- August 2012 

I was granted the Sultan of Oman Fund at Pembroke College to attend The Ninth Biennial Iranian 

Studies Conference organized by The International Society for Iranian Studies (ISIS) in Istanbul (1-5 

August 2012), a very important event for the researchers in the field of Iranian Studies. I attended the 

panels relevant to my current research on the patronage of architecture in Central Iran during 

fourteenth to sixteenth centuries, namely those addressing issues around history (Saljuq-Safavid 

periods), historiography, history of art and architecture, and intercultural exchanges in the Iranian 

world.  


