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During the 2014 Long Vacation, I stayed in New York for seven weeks, working as a production 
assistant for the Brooklyn Rail, a local arts magazine and not-for-profit publication, based in 
Greenpoint, Brooklyn. 
 
After a few days acclimatising to the city, and watching the world cup alongside enthusiastic New 
Yorkers, I began work. I was unsure of what to expect, as the magazine covers visual art, music, film, 
theatre, dance, and politics, as well as literature, which, as an English student, had sparked my 
interest in working there. The people and the workspace were fantastic, and I was immediately 
made to feel at home there. 
 
Proofreading and fact-checking made up the bulk of my work for the first few days; going over copy 
from the freelance writers that help put The Rail together. Not only was this a useful skill, but it 
meant I was able to read through lots of different articles, reviews, poetry and short fiction, which 
was an ideal way to spend a day. Later on I was given some web content to deal with, which was 
somewhat intimidating, due to my lack of knowledge of coding or anything to do with computers. 
Still, after a (long) while, I got the hang of it and was working on the web section of the publication 
for a few weeks. I spent the last few weeks working on the archiving project, which gave me a 
fascinating insight into the publication’s evolution from an A3 sheet, through the Bush years and 
9/11, to a monthly 70 page magazine that can be found all over Brooklyn today. 
 
The magazine kindly gave me a press pass, which meant I could get into all the city’s galleries for 
free. This was a brilliant experience, as not only could I go to the likes of the Met, MoMA, and the 
Frick Collection as many times as I felt like, but if a review that I read during the day at work 
recommended seeing something, I could go and see it at the weekend without having to worry 
about fees and queues. This was an unexpected bonus; as well as the journalistic and literary aspects 
to the role, which had originally attracted me to it, I managed to learn a little about the visual art 
scene, something I will definitely continue to develop. 
 
I was working with quite a few other production assistants, most of whom were at college in the 
states, but who came from all over the globe: Mexico, Iran, Australia and Haiti. Getting to know the 
city with them was a great part of the trip, but by the end of the two months there were still things 
to do and see. The work was really engaging, and the city unforgettable.  
 
 


