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On 9th September I was catapulted into the hustle and bustle of Rio de Janeiro 
city life. Here I spent 6 nights absorbing the fantastic Brazilian culture, which 
ranged from samba parties in the Lapa district to tucking into local delicacies 
such as the açaií berry. A particular highlight was climbing the Two Brothers 
Mountain to view the sunset over Ipanema beach. 
 
Studying economics, this was an invaluable experience as it allowed me to 
witness how hosting the FIFA World Cup and Olympics has boosted public work 
projects, with road renovations and public transport improvements being made 
across the city. Nevertheless, despite Brazil’s importance in the world economy, 
it was also a chance to see how economic prosperity can coexist with poverty, as 
evidenced by the numerous favelas dotted throughout the hillside within Rio. 
 
From Rio I travelled down the coast to the relaxing beaches in Ilha Grande, 
Paraty and Trindade, followed by a long night bus to São Paulo. This is the 
commercial and financial hub of Brazil (and South America) and with 12 million 
inhabitants it is the most populous city in the Western and Southern hemisphere. 
However unfortunately, São Paulo was only a quick stop over destination for me 
to the Iguazu Falls, which lie on the border of Brazil and Argentina. The 19-hour 
bus was definitely worth it as the beauty and power of the falls was jaw 
dropping. Luckily I had two nights to spend here and thus could see the falls 
from both the Argentine and Brazilian sides before another long bus (20 hours) 
to Buenos Aires. 
 
Buenos Aires is a city that is filled with culture and I found it to be very similar to 
Paris. I was fortunate enough to visit many districts such as La Boca (the birth 
place of tango and the home of Boca Juniors), Recoleta and Palermo (filled with 
restaurants serving the most delicious and affordable Argentine steak and 
Malbec). 
 
Nevertheless, what I found the most interesting in Buenos Aires was the black 
market for dollars. Due to the instability of the Argentine peso, Argentinians 
prefer to hold their savings in dollars. However in order to encourage confidence 
in the peso the government has placed limits on the amount of dollars that can 
be held by Argentines. Therefore, desperate for dollars, the black market 
emerged and here one can attain a much better exchange rate - while the official 
exchange rate stood at 9 pesos to the dollar, the black market rate stood at 15 
pesos to the dollar. Though technically illegal, everyone in Buenos Aires takes 
part in this black market, with tourists supplying the dollars for which they are 
desperate and Argentines buying these dollars at a premium to the official rate. 
 
All in all, this was a fantastic experience to gain a greater understanding of 
different cultures and different economies that are not as stable as the English 
economy to which I am used to.  


